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Livestock farming systems take up 
30 % of the earth’s surface,

produce over 33 % of the protein
consumed worldwide and mobilize nearly  

1.3 billion people, over half of whom are small farmers. 

Livestock farming systems throughout the world are highly diversified
and rely on a wide range of potentials

and know-how. As they are mainly 
family farms, their activity is kept

on a manageable scale, ensuring strong local
links and resilience.
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 Challenge 1 — Contributing to
food and nutrition security 

While 805 million people currently suffer
from chronic under-nutrition, by 2050
there will be over 9  billion people to
feed, with products that must be high
quality, safe and healthy. 

3 Animal protein helps to fulfil our energy and
nutritional needs by providing nutrients that are
essential for a balanced diet (proteins, calcium,
iron, vitamins and essential trace elements). It
also gives a lasting feeling of fullness.

3 Ruminants have the unique ability to digest
cellulosic biomass and convert it into food that
can be used by humans.

 Challenge 3 — Helping to
preserve a balanced environment  

As we face the environmental challenge
and the need to adapt to climate
change, reduce greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions and land degradation, 
preserve biodiversity and help manage
water, livestock farming may bring 
environmental benefits.

3 Pasture lands contribute to carbon storage.
They are one of the main terrestrial carbon sinks.

3 When livestock farming is well integrated into
its natural environment, it helps to preserve the
local area, soil fertility and biodiversity. 

LIVESTOCK FARMING SYSTEMS HAVE
GREAT ADVANTAGES THAT WILL HELP 
TO TACKLE THREE MAJOR 
GLOBAL CHALLENGES

 Challenge 2 — Contributing
to fair and sustainable rural 
development

As food insecurity and malnutrition are
particularly rife in rural areas, one of
the challenges of the 21st century is to
reduce poverty in the farming world and
preserve the attractiveness of rural
areas, while meeting the expectations
of citizens and consumers in terms of
animal welfare and environmental pro-
tection.

3 In pastoral societies, especially in the Sahel
but also in Asia, animals are capital “ on the hoof ”
and a form of household savings. 

3 Livestock farming helps to build people’s 
capacities to survive in inhospitable areas and
withstand crises. It is an essential source of ac-
tivity in areas where no crops can be grown.

3 Livestock farming is one of the agricultural 
activities that generate the most jobs and added
value.

3 Livestock farming helps to preserve the social
and cultural fabric of rural areas. 

3 Livestock are an essential driving force used
in agriculture and a means of transporting goods
and people.

However, 
in order to meet
these challenges,
maximize these
various assets,
reduce negative
externalities and
better satisfy
consumer 
demands, 
livestock farming
systems need to
develop more 
efficient and
sustainable 
practices.
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TOWARDS ALL-ROUND EFFICIENT 
LIVESTOCK FARMING TO IMPROVE 
AND INCREASE PRODUCTION

All-round efficient livestock farming is at once competitive and profitable,
sparing with resources and capable of meeting societal needs while promo-
ting a wide range of systems.

 Improving the environmental
quality of production systems:

3 Reducing GHG emissions. According to the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO), widespread implementation of
best practices would reduce global emissions by
18-30%.

3 Seeking greater autonomy for livestock farms,
particularly by optimizing soil use and increasing
complementarity between livestock and non-li-
vestock farming at the level of farms and regions.
For example, developing the use of 
legumes in forage systems is crucial in order to
improve the productivity of pasture land and in-
crease food and protein production indepen-
dence, while procuring significant environmental
advantages. This helps to improve the resilience
of farms and reduce inputs. 

3 Promoting production systems based on
agroecology. Agroecology practices use natural
resources while maintaining their capacity for re-
newal - both qualitative and quantitative - by ma-
king use of biological interactions. By incorpora-
ting these practices, livestock farming systems
will reduce their impacts on natural resources.

3 Using genetics to obtain stronger, more effi-
cient animals. The goal is to obtain animals that
perform well in a wide range of climate conditions
and livestock farming systems, while preserving
their health and well-being. With this in mind, ge-
netic selection could be an excellent tool for
adapting animal production in response to new
challenges.

 Responding to growing 
demands for product security and
quality

3 Guaranteeing the health security of products
and traceability throughout the food chain.

3 Controlling product quality, whether in terms
of taste, nutrition, or technological qualities.

3 Boosting the development of differentiated pro-
duction methods and products, especially those
with quality labels, and local distribution channels.

3 Promoting animal health while aiming to lower
the use of health products, in line with the “One
World, One Health” target, and focusing on animal
welfare. 

3 Improving disease monitoring at a global level
in order to anticipate epidemics and pandemics
more successfully.

This transition
cannot happen
without 
appropriate 
public policies
to support and
accompany it.





6

THE EUROPEAN UNION AND FRANCE: 
AN EXAMPLE OF AMBITIOUS POLICIES AND
CLEAR CHOICES IN FAVOUR OF ALL-ROUND
EFFICIENT LIVESTOCK FARMING

 A strong European agricultural
policy in favour of livestock 
farming

Setting up a Common Agricultural Policy with the
main objectives of increasing productivity and
ensuring a fair standard of living for the agricul-
tural community has made livestock farming one
of the main pillars of agriculture. It accounts for
nearly 40% of total European agricultural output.

This policy has also been adapted to take into
account new consumer demands. In the environ-
mental field, for example, incentives such as gree-
ning of financial assistance and agro-environ-
mental measures have been introduced. Specific
efforts have also been made to support farming
in mountainous or difficult areas, which relies
mainly on extensive livestock farming.

 An effective health security policy

This ambitious policy aims to protect livestock
health and fight diseases using recognized exper-
tise combined with an identification and tracea-
bility system, which forms the basis for health
surveillance and disease prevention, crisis mana-
gement and product labelling.

 Bold decisions on food 
production models

The European approach is based on promoting
clear cultural preferences, such as bans on
growth promoters, bone meal, cloning and che-
mical disinfection in slaughterhouses. Europe
also has animal welfare regulations, which are
updated to take new findings into account.

 A policy to enhance products
and regions

France and the European Union have established
a policy on quality and origins, to boost the com-
petitiveness of their farms while preserving cultural
heritage. This policy involves promoting quality 
labels that are awarded to exceptional products
linked to specific regions, and enhancing genetic
diversity, which enables livestock farming to be
adapted to all types of land and environment.
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TOWARDS MULTILATERAL DIALOGUE ON
IMPROVING LIVESTOCK FARMING

As demand for animal protein grows, the livestock farming
sector is at the heart of many global issues and receives
criticism. 

A space for transparent, multilateral dialogue, backed up by the findings of
high-quality research and the expertise of actors on the ground, is necessary
to ensure action is consistent and effective. 

The Global Agenda for Sustainable Livestock could play a key role in sup-
porting the transition towards more sustainable systems, in coordination
with the work of the FAO Committee on Agriculture (COAG).  

Livestock farming 
systems, in all their 
diversity, have the 
capacity to offer
appropriate solutions to
food, social and 
environmental 
challenges and deserve
to be supported and 
accompanied by 
suitable public policies
and strengthened, 
well-founded 
international dialogue. 



FRENCH LIVESTOCK FARMING TODAY

In France, more than half of all farms hold livestock.

There are many different branches, including :
3 83,000 predominantly dairy farms, including 

73,000 with dairy cows ;
3 96,000 predominantly cattle farms for meat production ;

3 46,000 sheep farms ; 
3 20,000 pig farms ; 

3 18,000 poultry farms.  

France has the largest cattle population in the European Union and is the
second largest producer of cow’s milk. 

This key sector of the economy represents a turnover of 
€ 26 billion, or 31% of French agricultural output. 

It creates employment, generating 680,000 jobs
in farms, the agrifood industries 

and specialized trade. 
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